Khama
to take action that should wipe out this stain
upon the tribal honour. The chief was re-
minded that some years before he had negoti-
ated a marriage for Khama with the daughter
of Pelutona, a famous sorcerer, a great rain-
maker, the man who could call rain from the
clouds when all others had failed. Sekhome
had even paid over the cattle, as " lobola,'1
for this young woman, and never in Bechuana
history had a girl thus betrothed been cast oS
by the selected bridegroom.
At first Sekhome had seemed inclined to call
the match off, but alter the " boguera " inci-
dent, and finding that the cattle had not been
returned, it seemed to the heathen party that
here was a suitable excuse for testing the
whole issue. So Sekhome suddenly insisted
that Khama should marry the sorcerer's
daughter, and make her Ms " head wife,"
Khama's answer was respectful but definite.
" I refuse," he said, " on account of the Word
of God, to take a second wife. You know that
I have always been averse to this woman. I
refused to take her for my wife before I became
a Christian. Before your mind was poisoned
against me you were pleased with my present
wife, Ma-Bessie. Lay upon me any task you
Eke as a test of my obedience, but I cannot
take the daughter of Pelutona to wife."
32*38 waa precisely the answer that the head-
maa had   expected a&d  desired,   for   their
was nofc only against Elhama, but no
**'   *    n,    who   was  a   eleveor
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